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From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 
SERMON, 


BY SYLVANUS HAIGHT, PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, IN WILTON, CONN. 


Delivered January 28, 1321. 


“ But there be some that trouble you, and would pervert | 
the Gospel of Chrisi,’—Gal. i. 7. 


[Continued from page 6.] 


But the question again occurs, What is the cbject 
these people hove in view? Why do they wish to pro- 
pogate their doctrine? Is the influence of it in any re 
spect beneficial? Is it even harmless? No! Ou the 
contrary, if believed, it will make men miserable, not 
only in time, but (as it is certainly false) will be the 
means of destroying them in eternal perdition. ‘his is 
not an empty assertion :—every person, of the least re- 
tection, knows that, did the ungodly world firmly be- 
lieve that no worker of iniquity would be punished in 
the world to come, frauds, debaucheries, perjuries, rob- 
beries, yea, every species of iniquity would overspread 
the earth; that there would be no safety to him that 
coeth ont, nor to him that comethin. And [appeal to 
Lnjversalists themselyes—to such as do not profess to 
lave been born of the Spirit—to have had Christ form- 
ed in them the hope of glory; whether this doctrine has 
not a pernicious influence upon their own minds? wheth- 
er it has not a tendency to make them easy and uncon- 
cerned, although they are yet children of wrath, and 
possessed of that carnal mind, which is at enmity with 
Cod? whether they do not cepend upon this doctrine 
fw satyation, and are therefore indifferent about the 
preset mreporation of faith aad repentance which the 


gospel requires, and without ‘which the scriptures de- 
elare they cannot be saved ? That this is ifs natura] ten- 
deney, both recson and chseryation plainly teech us. 


Yea, even Mr. Murrey observes, that it is no evidence 
igiinst a mons good estate in another world that he di- 
ed in impenitence and unbelief And will those whe 
consider such a preparation as useless, be concerned 
bout it? surely not. Accordingly, 1 am told, Mr. 
Glover observed from the pulpit, that he did not exhort 
people, as other ministers, to prepare for death and eter- 
nitv, But, says the Universalist, it is the goodness of 
Gcod, and not the terrors of the Lord, which leads 
then to repentance. J answer, the goocness of God 
ought to lead men to repentance, but this is a les- 
son which the natural man has not yet learned, 
Were not men so desperately wicked, the goodness of 
Cod would undoubtedly have this effect. Butit is toa 
cepraved and selish world that the gospel is sent, who 
are but hithe concerned when their own lives are not 
at stake: who disregard and trample under foot, not 
only the goodness of God, but even all sense of duty to 
him: and this is agreeable to what the apostle says in 
that very passage from whence this expression is taken. 
‘Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and for- 
bearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” And 
although that apparent goodness, which is wholly the 
effect of a slavish fear of punishment, cannot be really 
Virtuous and praise worthy in the sight of God, who 
searches the heart, yet it is very benefici«] to civil so- 
ciety, and the experience of ages has taught us, that 
the first exercise of an awakened unregenerate soul is, 
How shatll escape the wrath to come? and as such 
terrors and convictions do usually, if not always, pre- 
cede true conversion, the fear of punishment is, by the | 
appointment of God, a great means of bringing sinners | 
from darkness to light, and from the power of sin und | 
fatan into the liberty of the children of God. Aeccord- 
ingly we find the gospel aboun-!s with the most awful 
denuncirtions of punishment against impenitent, unbe- 
lieving sinners; and the uy ostle Paul oxpress!: saVs, 
*-Knowing the terrors of the lord, we persuade me n;?| 
again, the same apost!+ observes, ‘By faith Noah, be- | 
ing waraed of God of things not 


; seen as yet, moved | 
with fear, prepared an ark for the s2 


er 
ving af tis houre.’? | 








But Universalists have no such motives to persuade 
men. According to them, there is bo trraih fo come 
from which to flee; therefore as the terrors of the Lord 
cannot be of any use to persuade men, as far as they are 
saved with fear, their principles evidently tend to pre- 
vent men’s salvation. Instead, therefore, of thinking 
it strange that man, possessed of universal benevolence 
should be opposed to the propagatiow of this doctrine, 
it may well be thought wonderiul, that those who hare 
the least regard for the salvation of souls, or even for 
the present good of society, should countenance it.— 
But, says one, Ged hath from eternity fixed all events 
by an immutable decree, agreeably to which all things 
must teke plece: whomsoever God hath determined to 
save, he will save, and neither Universalists, nor any 
one else, can frustrate his plan, nor diminish the num- 
her of his elect; the doctrine of Universa] Salvation 
can, therefore, be of no injury to the souls of men. In 
this view, it may as well be preached and believed as 
any other doctrine. Such reason, or rather perversion 
of reason, as this, we frequently hear; but nothing can 
be more false and deceitful. ‘That God hath decreed 
whatsoever comes to pass is a truth, which none will 
deny without denying (in effect) the essential attributes 
of Jeliovah, and the express ceclarations of his word. 

3ut it by no means follows from this, that it will make 
no difference in the number that are saved, what doc- 
trines are preached, whether true or false—whether 
they proceed from beaven or hell. And did people con- 
sider that an end is not determined without the means, 
they would not fal] into such absurditics. They would 
there see the doctrine of predestination or election (as 
it is called) does not destroy, but establish the use of 
the proper means of graces. Whom God hath chosen 
to salvation, he hath chosen through senctification of 
the spirit and helicf of the truth. Certainly then, it 
makes 4 material difference whether they believe truth, 


and are sanctified. or believe a lie, and are hardened in! 


sin! Men do not reason so inconsistently in any thing 
else. Fivery thing else is as much decreed as this.— 
The salvation of particular men depends on so many 
causes aud circumstances, that it is absolutely impossi- 
ble (unless the order of nature be changed) that the one 
should be determined without the other. Accordingly, 
these who profess to believe in the doctrine of Divine 
decrees, believe that God hath determined whatsoerer 
comes to pass. ‘There is an appointed time for myn 
upon the earth, says Job; but should a sick man argue 
from this, that it is useless for him to take any medi- 
cines, or to use any mezns for his recovery, yea, that it 
is of no consequence whether he takes suitable food or 
poison, since he cannot die before his time, be would 
justly be considered as a fool ora madman. Yet such 
a man reasons in the same way, and as consistently, as 
he who says, if God hath determined that I shall be 
saved, then it makes no difference whether I use the 
means of grace or neglect them; whether | believe the 
truth, or believe and eabrace such doctrines as will be 
to my soul, what poison would be to such a man. 
When it was told unto Hezekiah by the prophet, that 


God would add to his days fifteen years, his friends did | 


not then infer, that it was unnecessary to use proper 
means for his recovery; on the contrary,they now clearly 
saw the great encouragement they had to usesuch means, 
knowing that they would have a salytary effect: yea, 
the prophet himself prescribes the means-—‘*Let them 
take (said he) a bunch of figs, and Jay it for a plaster 
upon the boil, and he shall recover.” And this is the 
very effect which the doctrine of election has upon the 
minds of those who believe it, and what it should have 
upon the minds of all. 

Says the minister of the gospel, God has declared in 
his word, that he hath elecfed multitudes of the human 
race to everlasting life—that he hath deteruined to 
bring many sons and daughters to glory —that Christ 
shali see of the travail of his sou), and be sati-fied. This 


‘is my encouragement in the work of the winistry —this 
‘cheers py mind and gives ne additional activity. 1 


know that ny labour will not be in vain in the Lord 
It is true, that neither Universalists nor Infidels will ai- 
minish the number of God’s elect ; but it is only be- 
cause their doctrines will not be embraced —because 


Christ will ever have a pure church in the earth, ready 
to resist the encroachments of error and wickedness ; 
who will not be ashamed of their Saviour, and who will 
contend manfully for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. We may therefore reasonably conclude, that 
were such principles universally propagated and be- 
lieved, few or none would enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. But blessed be God, this will not be the case : 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against his church. 
Hence we see, that the doctrine of election, as it is 
taught in the scriptures, and believed by our church, is 
so far from tending to licentiousness, or from making 
people careless and inattentive to the means of grace, 
that it gives an additional and very great enceurage- 
ment to be in the most diligent use of them, since we 
are, by this very doctrine, fully assured that these means 
will be effectual in turning souls to God. As for the 
non-elect, they are in the same siturtion in which the 
Arminians would place the whole of the human race: 
they go on in their own chosen way ; the door of mer- 
cy is open to them; nothing but their own wickedness, 
and obstinate rejection of the Saviour, will ever exclude 
them from the kingdom of heaven; a price is put into 
their hands to get wisdom, but they have no heart to 
improve it. 

| have been more particular on this point, because 
some, | am informed, from whom we might have ex- 
pected better things, have said, (inconsiderately and 
ignorantly, | would charitably believe) that the doc- 
trine of election is as pernicious in its tendency, as that 
of Universal Salvation! But the doctrine of those who 





assert, that there will be no punishment in the world to 
;come, not only takes off all restrainsts from wicked 
j men, but even proposes a more immediate enjoyment of 
| heaven, as a reward for the commission of iniquity! A 
| few observations will make this plain. We find it fre- 
| quently declared in the scriptures, that the ungodly, 
who, as the barren fig-tree, only encumber the ground, 
shall be cnt off by an untimely death. “Evil doers,” 
says the Psalmist, “shall be cut off. Bloody and de- 
ceitful men shall not live out half theirdays.” But the 
scriptures not only abound with declarations that the 
ungodly shall be cut off by an untimely death, they al- 
so record many examples of the fulfilment of these de- 
clarations. Letthe reader recall to his mind the drown- 
ing of the old world, the destruction of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, the untimely death of the wicked inhabitants 
of Canaan, who, at God’s command, were cut off by 
Joshua. Remember likewise the instantaneous death 
of Ananias and Sapphira. Behold the untimely end of 
the victims of intemperance. Behold that of the mur- 
derer. And now let me ask the reader, In what does 
the extraordinary punishment of these persons consist ? 
If yousay with the Universalist, that it consists only in 
their sudden and untimely death; Il answer with St. 
Paul, to go hence, and to be with Christ, in the full 
enjoyment of the happiness of heaven, is far better than 
to dwell in this world of sin and misery; and every bo- 
dy knows that a sudden Geath, considered in iiseif, is 
not so great an evil, 2s one which is preceded by a long 
and painful illness. 
(To be continued.) 


REMARKS, 


In answer to the interrogatories of Mr. H. in his third 
paragraph, we answe., The object we have in view, is 
the fruth ! namely, that “*God is the Saviour of all 
men, especially of those that believe.” We wish to 
propagate our doctrine, because it is (ruth ; and be- 
cause the apostle says, “This'ts a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation!” 1 Tim. iv. 4—11. Would 
Paul say, this doctrine is “worthy of a/l acceptation,” 
were it not “harmless and beneficial?” We verily be- 
lieve the apostle Paul was as careful of the morals of - 
the people, and as cautious of promulgating error as 
Mr. H. Mr. H. declares, that this doctrine, the salva- 
tion of all men, “if believed, will make men miserable, 
not only in time, but as it is certainly false, will be the 
means of destroying them in eternal perdition.”»” Read- 
er, if Us position be true, the reverse, namely, a belief 
that oniy a par! will be saved, will make men happy in 





time, and ensure their eternal felicity! This must be 
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admitted: for even Mr. H. has admitted that there are 
only truth and error. If, therefore, a position is false, 
the reverse of that position must be truth. Is it possi- 
ble for a man to believe in the salvation of al] men, and 
doubt his own salvation? Can a man be miserable, 
when he has assurance unto faith, that God is his Fath- 
er and Friend, and the Father of all men? Can that 
man be happy, who believes that only a par/, and a 
smal] part of mankind are to be saved, when he knows, 
that ‘the who offends in one point is guilty of all,” and 
that “tin many things we offend all?” Where is the 
ground of his confidence? Is he better than others ? 
Can any man, believing in this partial salvation, pro- 
duce the decrees of election, containing his name, and 
making his salvation sure?) Can any man be said to be 
happy, while any uncertainty retains relative to his fu- 
ture state? Heaven, in mercy, deliver us from this 
kind of happiness! Mr. H. has given us his voice, his 
veto, against the truth of the declaration, that ‘*God is 
the Saviour of all men,” &c. Reader, what credit 
shall it have, when opposed to the apostle Paul? 

Mr. H. says, ‘Did the ungodly world firmly believe 
that no worker of iniquity would be punished in the 
world to come, frauds, &c. would overspread the earth,” 
&e. We ask him, whether it is possible for any man 
firmly to believe this without testimony ? and what tes- 
timony could produce this firm belief, but the fruth, 
that **God is the Saviour of all men??? Will men con- 
duct in a manner more hostile to good principles and 
sound morality, from fear of punishment, than from 
love to God, which produces gratitude?) Mr. H. must 
learn, that Universalists, destitute as they are in his es- 
timation of good principles and morality, will never 
seek refuge behind positions which outrage truth, and 
which are confuted by every day’s experience! But 
he has settled the question, and established premises 
which he must bow to. There is only truth and error— 
that which produces love to God cannot be error !— 
And we again refer him to the case of his founder, John 
Calvin, and ask, whether his conduct in regard to M. 
Servetus, proceeded from the “firm belief that God is 
the Saviour of all men?” We inform him, that his ap- 
peal to Universalists, who have not been born again, 
is a vain appeal; for the being born again is what con- 
stitutes the Universalist: they know the “riches of 
the mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ ;” 
and this knowledge is in them ‘‘the hope of glory.” 
Col. i. 27. “For we are saved by hope. But hope 
that is seen, is not hope; for what a man seeth, why 
doth he yet hope for??? Rom. viii. 24. Let Mr. H. 
make his appeal to us who believe, and have entered 
into rest—Let him appeal, and ask, whether ‘‘ihis doc- 
irine has not a pernicious influence upon our minds,’ &c. 
and we answer NO! that so far from being at “enmity 
with God,” in our hearts, we consider him as our Fath- 
er, Friend, and Benefactor, inexpressibly more careful 
and solicitous for our welfare than an earthly parent, 
and whose wisdom in directing, is only equalled by his 
power in perfecting our happiness. But why should a 
Calvinist talk of Christ being formed in him the hope of 
glory,when the doctrine of election is formed in him the 
hope of glory ? 

Mr. H. asks, ‘‘Whether they do not depend upon 
this doctrine for salvation, and are therefore indifferent 
about the great preparation of faith and repentance, 
which the gospel requires, and without which the scrip- 
tures declare they cannot be saved??? Now we say, 
that the scriptures no where declare this, in the sense 
Mr. H, expresses it! This is strange reasoning for a 
Calvinist. Is not failh the gift of God? Do not the 
<criptures declare of Christ, that ‘‘he is exalted a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance and remission of sins?”” 
is there ‘ta great preparation required on the part of 
the receiver?” and can he not receive a gift without 
it? An apostle declares of the Jews, whom Mr. H. has 
consigned to Ais hell, that ‘*God hath concluded them 
all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all /” 

We ask, did, or will those Jews, during their unbeliev- 








, ie gt . 
ing state, make “ta great preparation of fuilh and re 


pentance 2” Let Mr. If. answer. Let him apply this | 


to the declaration he assigns Mr. Murray, and answer 
whether, according to the apostle Paul, the fuct of the 
Jews dying in unbelief, is any evidence against their 
good estate in another world! If he conteuds it ts, let 
him then explain, how God has mercy on those who 
are tormented endlessly withoul mercy? Relative to 
his remark of Mr. Glover, a gentlempn from Connecti 
cut has informed us, that it is a gross misrepresentation 
—Iet Mr. H. tell the whole—perversions are not hon- 
orable in a minister of any gospel! 

The following declaration of Mr. H. will measure his 
pretensions. We hope the reader wiil not lose sight of 
it. ‘*Although that apparent goodness, which is wholly 
the effect of a slavish fear of punishment, cannot be 
really virtuous and praiseworthy in the sight of God, 
who searcheth the heart, yet it is very beneficial /o cre- 
il society,” &c. &c. Reader, we appeal to you. Do 
you believe that “civil society is benefited” in a great 
measure by any thing, call it by what name you please, 
which is not ‘*virtuous and praiseworthy in the sigh! of 
God?” Let Mr. H. be weighed in his own balance! 
Universalism has a tendency to destroy a “slavish fear 
—a slavish fear is not virtuous nor praiseworthy in the 
sight of God” —“Society”’ can be greatly *tbenefited by 
a slavish fear,”? which is neither *‘rivtuous nor praise- 
worthy in the sightof God!!!? We presume it is very 
“virtuous and praiseworthy in the sightof’ Mr. H. 
This, therefore, must suffice. 

We inform Mr. H. that the Universalist, ia the ex- 
ercise of his faith, does not wish to escape any wrath 
to come, which his heavenly Father has in store for him; 
but, in imitation of his Divine Head and Redeemer, 
says, ‘Father, not my will, but thine be done!” ‘‘For 
whom the Lord love/h he chasleneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be with- 
out chastisement, of which all are partakers, then are 
ye bastards and not sons,” [eb. xii. Whom does God 
love? Ans. **God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotton Son,” &&. What purpose has God in 
view, in chastising the world of mankind? Ans. ‘*For 
our profii—that we might be made partakers of his ho- 
liness.’ But Mr. H. argues, that ‘‘the fear of punish- 
ment is, by the appointment of God, a great means of 
bringing sinners from darkness to light,” &c. Reader, 
what do you think of this? Will God appoint means, 
which “‘in his sight are neither virluous nor praisewor- 
thy 2” An inspired apostle says, ‘*Perfect love casteth 
out fear /”? Is that which is the efiect of darkness, a 
great means of bringing light? Heaven preserve us 
from such absurdities! 

Mr. H. continues, “Accordingly we find the gospel 
abounds with the most awful denunciations of punish- 
ment against impenitent unbelieving sinners.” We re- 


ply, The gospel, so far from avounding, does not con- | 


tain so much as one “tawful denunciation of punish- 
ment!’”? No! Not one!!! Let Mr. H. prove this 
round, unqualified assertion. It is due the public—let 
him settle this with hisown conscience. His quotation 
from St. Paul, “Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we 
persuade men,” Yc. we think he does not understand. 
Paul exhorted men—he did not ‘hreaten them. He ex- 
horted them, and “‘besought” them “‘by the mercies of 
God,” Rom. xii. 1, This passage is found in 2 Cor. vy. 
11. The preceding verses explainsit. See ver. 9, 10, 
‘Wherefore we labour, that whether present or absent, 
we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may 
receive the éhings in body, (not out of the body, in a 
future state) according to that he hath done, whether 
good or bad. Kuowing, therefore, the ¢errors of the 
Lord, we persuade men,” &c. We, Paul—that Paul 
who declared, ‘*‘We are persuaded that neither life--- 
nor death---nor things present---nor things to come, shal! 
be able to separate us fromthe love of God,’ &c.. But 
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| Paul knew, that “in his body he should receive accord- 


ing’? to his works. He had a dispensation of the gos- 
} 


pel committed to his trust, and le dared not to do oth- 

erwise than preach if. This he did faithfully 3 and in 

this very chapter, in the following memorable words-- 

“All thines are of God, who hath reconciled as to him- 
’ 


self by Jesus Christ, (not by our works) and hath 


ito us the anesiry of reconciliation; Cwhat is it? js j 


i 
t 
1 loctrine which produces fear, that fear 
which is neither ‘*virtuous nor praiseworthy in the sicht 
of God?” No! it is good news---lear it!) To wit: 
that God was (in the past tense) in Christ reconciling 
the world (not a few elect) unto hiniself, not imputin: 


be ol 
each 


their trespasses unto them.’? Do you, Mr. H. P! 
this gospel? Is this your “ministry of reconciliation 7” 


Do you tell your congregation, that “Ged was in Christ 


reconciling the werld 2° Or, do you not tell their, thet 
the world have bo part nor Jot in the matter? If you 
preach not this gospel, remember, on your own pren 


hace ™ 


¢ see atinets 5. 66 . 
, YOUR “mmistry OF rec ncinatiom’? qs **70/ ol Goce, 
buf from beneath 22 2 
P ate gf 9 ents ‘ ! 29 9 my 
Of Mr. 12.°s fonrth poragranh, we remark, first. he 


must by this time be acquainted with the motives Uni- 
versalists have to persuade men; if, us he says, “God 
hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass,” one of 
two things must be admitted, viz. 


foreordained, aud 


ciiler no wrath is 
, by consequence, caniot take place 
or if wrath ts foreordained, it mus! take place; and 
when Mr. H. persuades men to flee from it, he must ad- 
mit that the wrath was foreotdained without avy s] 
fic use or purpose ; and therefore, his persuasion 
useless and a bugbear, or else he denies his own pretuis- 
ses; for if God foreordained wrath for any man, an 
that man does nof experience that wrath, it incontesti- 
bly follows, that “whatsoever is foreordained, does 
come to pass!!! Reader, mark the beautiful eo» 
tency of Mr. H. He tells his congregation, “that © 
hath decreed whatsoever comes to pass, is a fruth, but 
it by no means follows from this, that it will mak 
difference in the number that are saved, what dociyi: 
are preached.”? Again, **Whom God hath chosen | 
salvation, he has chosen through sanctification of : 
spirit and belief of the truth,” &c. Again, “Jee: , 
thing else is as much decreed as this?” “Phe si}yn- 
tion of particular men depends on so many causes, o: 
circumstances, that it is absolutely impos-ible, un 
the order of nature be changed, that the one should be 
determined without the other.” And speaking of a sicic 
man, who should refuse medicines, &c. becanse he can- 
not die before his time, he remarks, that “he would 
be justly considered a fool or a madman.” These are 
the premisses, Reader---let us look at them. And first, 
If **God decreed whatsoever comes to pass,” he decreed 
that a Universal Church should be erected in Duane- 
street, New-York ; that Edward Mitchel] should there 
preach the doctrine of unconditional and universal Sal- 
vation, and if that doctrine is false, then he decreed 
that Mr. Mitchell should preach falsehood / and if Mr. 
Mitchell is damned eternally for preaching falsehood, 
he will be damned eternally for doing that which God 
decreed he should do! And if God did not decree that 
this clhurch should be erected, he has nof decreed what- 
soever comes to pass! We ask Mr. H. if it is just to 
damn Mr. M. eternally for fulfilling the decrees of God? 
Aud if, as he says, ali things are decreed, and whatso- 
ever is decreed must come to pass, then Mr. Mitchell 
could do no otherwise than he has done! Mr. H. 
SHALL admit---he cannot help himself, that if one 
thing, or occurrence, has happened which God has not 
decreed, that God did not decree whatsoever comes to 
pass-¢-and that if one thing which God decreed does not 
come to pass, we have no reason to expect or believe 
that any thing he has decreed ever shall come to pass! 
That Mr. UH. may be convinced that bis **doctrine is 
from beneath,” we remark, that, according to our doc- 
trine and the scriptures, the salvation of all men de- 
pends alone on Christ. Now, Mr. H.'s doctrine, of 
the salvation of men “depending on so many eauses,” 
is the reverse of this, and not of God, 
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ith a partial eed bigotted mind must he 


Deity was to receive 


ces OPE CONT ROSIE ar ee 
The poader will jadge whieb doctrine leads to licen-; God hath concluded them allin unbelief, that he might | world s--and, 

tiousness. Gad iecreed the means and the end, says i have me rey upon ali.’ Who are those, who are con- | have perused the sacred insiructions of the Saviour, to 
Mr. [.---a man ! no criterion to judge of his election | cluded in unbelief? are they elect or non-lect? An- | doubt, for a moment, ihat all is the production of infi- 
to heaven or hel], amd the cerlainty of his fate being ewer, we beseech you! Again, in Rom. viii, 19---25, nite power, wisdom and goodness j---and that God is 
decided before he was born, and unce riainty Aow it was] Panl describes the creation of God as groaning in paiti! good to all alike--What, | would ask, except goodarss, 
decided, can never awaken gratitude in the heart o under bondage to corruption, &e. You will please to) could at first prompt Creation? 

man toward his Maker, in any proportion to the erati-| notice. that the same word in the original (KT1ISsts) is) no new accession of felicity from the creation of man! 
tude of him, who, believing in the universal gooat i translated crealure in verse 21, and creafion inthe 22d. For he is infinitely happy in and of himself. What 


God, is cer/ain of the salvation of all men, as wetlas tis | 
own salvation, and loving and desiring the happiness 

all, he has far more extensive claims from Go. for [is 
gratitude, than the man who has no certainty for others, 
and no hopes for himself, but what proceeds from the 
corruptions of his own heart and imagination, and who, 
Pharisee like, damns his neighbor and saves himeelf. 
We contend that this doctrine of election and reprolba- 


tion leads direci)# to licentiousnezs, more than any oth- 
er ever preached! It is borrowed from the specna- 


tions of the heathen philosophers and fatalists ; and was 


i you, are these non-clect or elect ? Please to answer. 





in ite glory when licensed prostitution rioted in heathen 


ays, **Because the creature (creation) iteelf also) then, but an active principle of goodness and benignity; 


‘shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into! a principle desirous of dispensing and imperting happi- 


, 


elovions liberty of the children of God. We ast / ness in all its var’ 
lofman? What, but a principle like this, could induce 


ah, 


formes. could incite to the creation 


Mr. Hf. in his sixth paragraph, undertakes to prove, to the creation of almost innumerable orders of living 
that a belief in Universal Salvation will produce crimes, | insects, and animals ?---each rising, in gradual success- 


!&e. Weask him to produce one instance. If it is so) ion one above the other,---irom the ‘meanest reptile on 


very productive, surely he can find one solitary fact to| earth, to the highest seraph in Heaven.” They all 


substantiate his assertions! We think we can produce | move in Ueir proper spheres, and all appear to be hap- 
no Jess than SIX VICTIMS, immolated at the altar of| py in their respective situations :---and there can be 
Calvinism withia one short year! We challenge Mr. i but litle doubt, but, that wherever there is life---thera 
H. to produce so much mischievous havoc, originating | is enjoyed some degree of felicity. It is not in threat- 


temples, and crimes of every name and hue stalked at} in a belief of the salvation of all men, from the crealion | enings, and tremendous displays of power, that the good 


noon-eday !!! Confute this who can! 
Mr. H.’s comparison of the “bunch of figs,” 
‘doctrine of election,” &c. is an original one. But we 


» and the 


think the analogy will not hold good. Hezekiah re- 
covered, and lived fifteen years, &c. ‘And this,” says 
he, “is the rery efiect which the doctrine of election 
has upon the minds of those who believe if,” &c. We, 
however, are willing to acknowledge, that there is a 
bare possibility of a belief in this doctrine affording 
something like a sluprd kind of peace for 15 years ; but 
we very much doubt whether any Calvinist ever had 
uninterrupted peace in his mind for 15 days in succes- 
sion ! 

Mr. H. commences his fifth paragraph as follows, 
‘Says the minister of the gospel, God has declared in 
his word, that he hath elected multitudes,” &c, (The 
reader is requested to re-examine this fifth paragraph.) 
He in his second paragraph (see our last Number) talk- 
ed of the many and the few---a remnant shall be saved, 
&e. We ask him when Christ shall have *‘the heathen 
his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth his 
possession,”? where, then, will be his hell and non-elect? 
and what do you mean by saying, that ‘neither Uni- 
versalists nor Infidels will diminish the number of the 
elect?” Are Universalists ashamed of the Saviour? 
Of the non-elect he says, **They are in the same situa- 
tion in which the Arminians would place the whole of 
the human race; they go on in their own chosen way ; 
the door of mercy is open to them,” &c. We ask Mr. 
Il. if, according to his premisses, ‘God decreed what- 
soever comes to pass,” he did not decree the wicked- 
ness of the non-elect? Does the wickedness of the 
non-elect come to pass? If so, and God did not decree 
it, then he did net decree whatsoever comes to pass. 
We request the Rev. Sylvanus Haight to answer the 
following interrogations, and if he dves not answer 
them, we shal] take it for granted that he is satisfied 
that “this doctrine is from beneath,” and that he cannot, 
and dares nol attemptan answer! Paul, in Rom. xi.7, 
asks, ‘* What then? Israel hath not obtained that which 
he seeketh for; but the elecitzon hath obtained it, and 
the rest were blinded.”> Who were the rest who were 
blinded 2 Were they the elect or non-elect? Yon, 
Sir, must answer, that they were the non-elect / “I say 
then, have they stumbled that they should fall?” An- 
swer this question, Mr. H. we earnestly request it ; and 
some of your congregation, before many days, wiil ex- 
pect your answer! We repeat it, ‘*Have they stumb- 
bled that they should fall?” Paul answers, ‘God for- 
bid! What do you say? Remember, that wl-en you 
say, ‘‘God forbid,” and admit with Paul, that if the 
‘“‘easting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
(the world, Mr. H.) what the receiving of them but life 
fromthe dead.’? When you admit this, your doctrine 
of election and reprobation vanishes. See ver. 31, 32, 
‘Even so have these also now not believed, that 
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For 


fo the present moment! Take the wide Universe for | and wise man beholds the governor of the world ; but it 
your field, and until you can produce six victims sac- | js, by impressing our minds with a just and proper tense 
of his attributes---as being not only wise and great, but 
lent! Nay more, searcl the houses of correction, and | gracious and merciful,---that will lead us to behold him 
state prisons, and for one believer in the doctrine of an| as he really is---a God of infinite love to the creatures 
Unconditional and Universal Salvation, our word for it, | he has oaike ;---possessing the desire,---and the will, 
you will find one hundred disciples of Calvin! Possibly | and the power, to make them all eternally happy: For 
Mr. H. himself is ungedly! He says much abcut them; | js it reasonable, is it consistent, is it just, to suppose, 
and to a Calvinist, we think the following remark is | that the Al!l-wise and omniscient Governor of the world, 
much more than sufficient: Rom. vy. 6, “In due time | chould bring into existence numberless beings, (without 
Christ died for the ungodly!” Let Mr. IH. answer, | their own consent,) merely that he might liave an op- 
Will not ail those be sared for which Christ died ? portunity to display his Omnipotence in their destruc- 
(To be continued.) tion? It isin opposition to every principle of justice, 
goodness, or mercy ! JUSTITIA. 





rificed at the altar of Universalism, please to keep si- 
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is i a ae DEDICATION. 

"Sse 0 > sie? . - . 
ag poets mt Him, er light a. ne See —_— Dedicated to the worship of God, and the service of 
COs Ce, SENENS Se his picreisias our Lord Jesus Christ, on Tuesday the 3d inst. Thenew 
, : FROMPSON. | Meeting House, erected by the zeal and liberality of the 
As I sat reading, the other evening, some of the beau- Universalist Society in Westminster, Mass. On this 
tiful and benevolent lines of the author just quoted, || pleasing occasion, the introductory Prayer was offered 
was led into serious reflections on the universal good-| by the Rev. Mr. Wood of Shirley ; the Dedication 
ness of the “great first Cause of all things ;” that infi- | Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Dean of Boston; the excellent 


. ~ > ° ee 
ey ea Lage ae and appropriate Sermon from Psalm Ixxxvi. 9, All 
nitely wise and perfect Deity, ‘tin whom we live, and nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship 


move, and have our being.”» Conscious of the infinite | pefore thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.”” And 
distance between him, and the creature man, for a mo-| also, the reading of lessons from the scriptures, with the 
ment, with the Royal Psalmist, I was ready to apostro- or ned ane. Ranedictinns 05 See. Ore 
1 ay 66 . . urner oO aries ; , ea 
Seve town vo mag seins ed —e that thou ewe — Music, was performed by the full and beautiful Choir of 
ul of him, or the son of man that thou regardest him. said Society. The assembly was crowded and atten- 
But, upon a minute examination of the sentiment just | tive, and the services solemn and impressive, 
expressed, I was immediately led to a different conclu-| While a rational zeal in the services of God, and the 
sion. I discovered that man, limited in his conceptions | Promotion of the best interests of man,shall be held in es- 
>| timation, we trust the laudable efforts of this young So- 


e , ; ; ‘ ciety will be had in grateful recollection, and their ex- 
heavenly Father ; views, which are dishonorable to him- ample imitated by their brethren. 


self, and derogatory to the character of his Creator. | —————— —s 
For, when I came to refiect that God is not only Om- 
nipotent, but omniscient; and not only omniscient, but 

Randall, jun to Mrs. Judith Gould. 


omnipresent ; when, from the sacred volume of divine : : 
3 : ° le * é e j 4 L ss 
truth, | read, that ‘‘He despiseth not the works of his Sine ey deny eabarenediahinaiie ilvisk sedeakc 


hands,” ‘that his tender mercies are over ALL his —_— 
works, and that He ruleth even unto the ends of the DIED 
’ 


arth:? and w ¥ ivers is isn]: 

ri ; ie Y av rd a os sa display of In this town, Mr. Samuel Holmes, aged 58.—Sarah 
Se ee eee eee than wisdom and power, I Elizabeth, youngest child of Mr. Arthur Sumner, 3 years 
was troubled in spirit, that I should thus hastily adopt,}and 6 months.—Alford B. Seaward, 5, son of G. W. 
so ubgenerous, and impious a sentiment relative to De- | Seaward.—Margaret Clapp, youngest child of Mr. Sam- 
ity; my countenance changed, and ‘‘my thoughts troub- | "el Cushing, 6 mo.—Mr. Thomas Jones, 22, eldest son 
led me,”’as the hand writing onthe wall did Belshazzar. of Mr. John Jones.—Capt. Jeremiah Pote, of the brig 
: , ; : Barzillai, of Portland.—Mrs. Mary Thomas, wife of Mr. 
Reasoning with myself, I arrived at these conclusions; |:ppomas K. Thomas, 46.—Capt. Thomas Hopkins.— 
that ‘the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord ;” | Mr. Daniel Hewer, mason, in his 77th year.-—Mrs. Bet- 
and that throughout the whole system of things, there | sey Hollis, 55.-Eliza-Ann, youngest daughter of Charles 
is an exemplification, a manifest tendency, to promote Bellamy, 4.—Mrs. Eleanor Newhall, 54.-Henry Kurtz, 
18 mo.—--l’homas R. Mitchill, a child.—--William A. 
. French, son of Mr. Eph. F. 19 mo.—Mr. Wm. Hill, 57 

Ungrateful, thought I, must be the mind of that man, | 4 -owned.—Wm. Kent Tucker, 20 mo.—Thomas Red_ 
with a narrow and distorted eye must he have viewed |/man, only son of John T. Mitchill, 3.---Mary, only 


was liable to form narrow, and partial views of his 











In this town, by the Rev. Paul Dean, Mr. Samuel 


the felicity of the intellectual and brute creation. 








the order, the harmony, and the beauty of the natural! child of the late Matthias Rider, 5. 
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THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. 


* Twas on the rich banks of Euphrates’ sweet stream, 
Jehovah omniscient, all-wise and surpreme, 

Plac’d Adam, our Father, in Eden’s sweet bow’r, 
With Eve, his companion, a delicate flow’r. 


He sow’d their new bosoms with seed, in their youth ; 

Of reason, benevolence, virtue, and truth ; 

And, on the same ground where the choice wheat was 
sown, 

The tares, by the tongue of the serpent were sown. 


*Tis plain to be seen that the heart is the ground, 
Where truth and deception are both to be found ; 
These are the seeds which the human heart bears, 
And all that is meant by the wheat and the tares. 


The householder’s servants saw not in their day, 
Ilow God his great goodness to man would display ; 
They saw not the depth of the wonderful plan, 
Which wisdom had drawn for the welfare of man. 


These servants saw tares with the wheat, bearing fruit, 
And said let us pluck up each tare by the root, 

But the mild voice of wisdom replied ‘* no, forbear! 
Lest you in so doing the wheat should impair. 


Let both grow together, till ripe in the field, 

That man may partake of the fruits they both yield ; 
That he, by experience, may well ascertain, 

That truth yields him pleasure and falsehood yields pain. 


Man early imbibed false notions of God ; 
Suppos’d him a tyrant, and vengeance his rod ; 
The hand of tradition, since time has begun, 
Has borne the delusion from father to son. 


The Father of mercies, his bosom unfurl’d, 
Sent Christ to bear witness of him to the world; 
Invested with wisdom and virtue to prove, 
That God was eternal, unchangeable love. 


His healing the sick, and his raising the dead; 

His feeding the hungry with meat, drink and bread; 
His casting out devils, restoring the blind, 

Aut prove him,who sent him, a FRIEND TO MANKIND, 


The Jews disbelieving, alas! soon began, 

To seek the dear life of that innocent Lamb ; 
Condemn’d him unjustly, to bang on a tree 
And bear the keen anguish of deaths agony. 


The earth was convuls’d, her bowels did shake, 
‘The Heavens in mourning, appeared to quake ; 
The stars, and pale Luna and Sol’s rolling flame, 
All shrunk from beholding the death of the Lamb. 


The love that inspir’d him while he was on earth, 

Was stronger, ten thousand times stronger than death ; ; 
Love prompted to finish the work that was giv’n, 
Rais’d him from the dead, to the mansions of heav'n. 


By this we discover that mankind shall have, 
A lasting existence beyond the cold grave; 
Remov’d from a state of corruption, like this, 
To dwell in perfection’s bright regions of bliss. 


The harvest appears, for the fields are all white ; 
The reaper’s come forth in the spirit of light ; 

And these are the men, whom ovr God doth inspire, 
To gather up falsehood and burn in the fire ! 


The spirit of truth is the sickle so keen, 

The luminous flame, is the fire that | mean; 

The temple of friendship and love in the place, 

For the mind, when refin’d of the whole human race. 


—_ 





—_——— Se 





GRATITUDE. 

Tle that preaches gratitude, pleads the cause bot! of 
God and man; for without if, we can neither be socia- 
ble nor religious. ‘There is « strong delight in the very 
purpose aud contemplation of it, as well as in the ac- 
tion. When I can say to myself---“T love my benefac- 
tor,” what is there in this world that I would not co to 
oblige and serve him? Where I have not the means of 
a reguital, the very meditation of it is sufficient. 


‘to form an independent judgment of its meaning 
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[TO “AN INQUIRER.” ] 
To the Editor of the Magazine, 

I noticed in your paper of the 30th ult. the 
remarks of ‘An Inquirer,”’ with some degree of 
sympathy for his unhappy condition. He ‘claims 
for himself, that he is a “‘plain man” of good 
“moral and religious feelings ;” that he takes a 
deep interest in the “issue” of the great conflict 
of the Theological opinions of the day; that he 
‘exceedingly regrets” the injuries sustained by 
Christ and the Church in consequence of *end- 


less divisions ;” and complains that different “‘in-} 


terpretations ‘of Holy Writ,” compel him to be 
continually “tossed to and fro,” and remain in 
the most imminent danger of being ‘called into 
eternity” with all his doubts and unbelief; that 
for the want of a knowledge of “Greek and He- 
brew,” he cannot “lind the way to eternal hap- 
piness,”’ nor understand the truth, but is cruelly 
forced to reject all modes of christian baptism, 
with every view of astonement and salvation by | 
Christ,and “stop” with the “professed infidel,” 
where still impressed with a sense of his error 
and danger, he seems to implore some *“*Friend”’ 
to “set him right,” which it is hoped is not yet 
impossible, though it may be difficult. It ap- 

pears to yourcorrespondent, that Inquirer has, 
perhaps inadvertently, fallen into a very great 
though common error, that of charging his dif- 
ficulties wholly to others, and not at all to him- 
self. He appears to think if it were not for 
“nine” or more “different interpretations’? of 
Holy Writ, “professed infidelity,” and ignorance 
of “Greek and [ebrew,” he should live and die 
a firm believer—understand the way of “truth,” 
and walk in the path to glory. but I have se- 





rious doubts whether, if he were the only per- 
son in the worid who hada bible, and he was 
thoroughly acquainted with the languages in 
which it was originally written, he would even 
then, understand itany Letter than he new does, 
unless he bad examined it more than he pow 
has, (This is infered from the readiness with 
which he seems to turn with every wind cf doc- 
trine, and after ail to take up his abode with ia- 
fidelity,) And if he would not, he must acknowl-| 
edge that the fault in that case would be alto- | 
gether his own, if there were any fault in the 
case. Ifin that case by carefully reading and 
perusing the sacred volume, he would be able 


and divinity, then, if he will, he can now form 
the same judgment, notwithstanding the difficul- 
ties of which he complains. Now, sir, would 
Inquirer be indeed set right, in my humble opin- 
ion, he must consider that the scriptures contain 
arevelation from God.to himself, and to every 
other person to whose hand they have come, 
which he and they, by attentively reading, are 
capable of understanding suiliciently for al! mor- 
al and practical purposes, whether they read 
them in tbe original copies, or in any cf the 
English versions,, Let him immediately and se- 





riously set about forming for himself an opinion, | 
from the bible only, on the character provi-| 
dence and will of God ;—on the divinity, at tone- | 
ment, and salvation of Christ ;—on the duty, ac- | 
countability, and final destination of man: and) 
to whatever place of worship he may go, what- 
ever sentiments he may hear,aod with whatever 
assurance it may Le advocated, let him seriously, 
and in the fear of God, compare it with the 
scriptures, and determine fer himself whether 
it does, or does not agree with the sacred book, 
and then, let him hold fast what is good; and ! 
am quite sure he will find himself right, 

A FRIZND TO FREE INQUIRY. 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 


The U.S. sloop of war Hornet, Capt: Read, 
arrived at Pensacola, from Havana, about the 
middle of June, with the necessary order for the 
delivery up of Pensacola to the United States’ 
forces; and Gen. Jackson left Montpelier about 
the same time, with a body of troops, to take 
possession.—Gaz. 


Maj. Royal Clark is appointed Post Master at 
Bangor; vice Hon. William Williamson, feigned. 


An unsuccessful attempt was made on the 
night of the 22d ult. to fire the town of Augusta, 
Georgia. 


The large Block House on Mill Rock, at Hell 
Gate, about 7 or 8 miles from the city, was 
burnt down vesterday morning. ‘here are no 
persons resident on the rock, and the fire is at- 
tributed to an incendiary.—.4. Y. Adv. 

The corps of Cadets from West Point may be 
expected at Boston towards the last of the pre- 
sent month, under the command of — Worth, 








TO CORRESPON. NDEN ‘T'S 3; “& AC, 

With pleasure we acknowledge the receipt 
of several communications, and willinsert them 
as soon as convenience will permit. 

“FEAR” is received, in answer to “Stator;” ia 
which he does not appear to be satisfied with 
Stator’s remarks on his piece ; but as we think 
it will lead to a controversy, which may not be 
very profitable to our readers, we must decline 
publishing it. 

In our request for those to return the Ist No, 


»of the present volume, who wished to discontin 


ue their papers, we did not expect they would 
wait until they received the 2d No, before they 
decided. ‘T'wopersons have returned their Nos. 
without their names, if they will return this No, 
with their names, (Post P aid) they will be at- 
tended to 

A liberal price will be paid for Nos. 28, 43, 
and 48, ofthe 2d volume of the Magazine. 





euhpntiietniteineshiniietanietinthened 


MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. 
mas Wiswiil to Miss Eliza Field. 

By the Rev. Mr. Channing, Mr. Eben. Rob- 
bins to Mrs. Frances H. Morse. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John Wade to 
Miss Mary Hickman Delbeare. 

In Watertown, by Rey. Mr Francis, Mr. Asa 
Packard to Miss Lydia Blake, both of Shrews- 
bury. ——"- 

DIED, 

In Gloucester, Mass. June 19th, the Widow 
Lypia Parren, aged 51. She sustained a long 
and tedious sickness, with great patience and 
fortitude of mind, being a firm believer in God's 
universal love. In this faith she passed the 
valiey of death, without any fear. Her faith 
served her todie by, as well as live by; for in 
life she was a pure moralist, and in death she 
was calm and fullofhope. She has left an only 
'danghiter, andaged mother to mourn her loss. 
And, 

On July 6th, Mrs, Hannan Harrapen, consort 
lof Mr. David Harraden, 75 vears. Having liv- 
with her husband 53 years, who, with five child- 
ren have sorvived her. Mrs. H. was long af- 
Cicted with the infirmities attendant on age. but 


received great consolation from her rejiv 0; 
for she was a true believer in God’s uny dl 
eoodness, and this faith in God, manvested bons 
Christ. mac e her patient, resigued, and a ‘over 
of goed works. She prot fessed with joy, she 


had no ie i in 5 dest, but was full of lively hope. 


—eP 
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